Biology 1 & 2

Syllabus

	Instructor:
	Mr. Strain

	Class Times:
	Periods 2, 4, 5, 6, 9

	Plan Periods:
	Periods 1 and 7

	E-mail:
	aaron.strain@ops.org

	Office Phone Number:
	402.557.3300 voicemail #3318747

	Course web site
	mrstrain.weebly.com


Course Description

Biology is an introductory high school course that studies living organisms.  The course emphasizes the environmental and evolutionary relationships that exist between all living things at the structural, biomechanical, and functional level of cells, tissues, organs, etc.
Text
Biology: The Dynamics of Life (Glencoe Science)

Content Standards and Grading Weights
See the Science Dept. section of the Central High School web page (ops.org/high/central).
Units of Study (Themes/Big Ideas)

Ecology
Chemistry

The Cell

Genetics

Evolution

Classification
Safety Expectations
Biology is a lab-based course with safety as an essential component.  The safety guidelines support and encourage an investigative approach and laboratory instruction, while at the same time assisting in the development of a safe learning environment. Students will follow the Omaha Public Schools district guidelines on safety that are published in the science safety contract. Students will be provided a copy of the guidelines. The students, parents and/or guardians are expected to read the guidelines and sign and return the signature portion of the contract. The student will not be allowed to participate in the lab activities until the signed contract is returned.
Texts to Be Used

· Glencoe Biology: The Dynamics of Life. ©2004

· Online Version of text: www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/science/ose/ose_locator.php?username=BDOL04&password=zAfaqase5u
Absences
· Missed work needs to be made up in a reasonable amount of time (within two days).  This includes missed tests and quizzes.

Missed Tests

· Made up within 2 days unless there are extenuating circumstances.
Missed Labs

· Made up within 2 days.  You may not copy the results of another student, so do not miss lab days.
Late Work

· Late work is of little to no value to actually learning the material.  It will not be accepted after we have moved on to new idea or concept or after we have taken the test.
Assignments
· All answers to assignments must be in complete sentences.  The answer should stand alone and be readable!
· Assignments should be neat, complete, and colorful where appropriate using high-tech tools like a ruler and colored pencils.
Food and Drink

· Drinks are ok as long as they are in a bottle with a cap or lid.  No cans.  During a lab, all drinks must be placed in a designated spot in the room away from the work being done.
· No food whatsoever.  This is a science laboratory!
Grading Scale
[image: image1.emf]


Marzano, R. J. (2006).Classroom assessment and grading that work. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Marzano, R. J. (2010). Formative assessment and standards-based grading. Bloomington, IN: Marzano Research Lab. 
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  Letter 
Grade Score Range Interval 
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 A 3.51 - 4.00 .49 
A- 3.01 - 3.50 .49 
B 2.51 - 3.00 .49 
B- 2.01 - 2.50 .49 
C 1.51 - 2.00 .49 
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 D 0.76 - 1.50 .75 



F 0.00 - 0.75 .75 



  



Level of 
Performance Proficiency Scale 



Advanced Score 
4.0 



In addition to the proficient performance (3.0), makes in-
depth inferences and extended applications of what was 
learned, including connections to other experiences. 



Proficient + Score 
3.5 



In addition to the complex ideas and processes (Proficient, 
3.0) performance, partial success at in-depth inferences 
and extended applications of what was learned, including 
connections to other experiences. 



Proficient Score 
3.0 



No major errors or omissions regarding any of the 
information and/or simple (Basic, 2.0) or complex 
processes (Proficient, 3.0) that was explicitly taught. 



Basic + Score 
2.5 



No major errors or omissions regarding any of the 
information and/or simpler details and processes (Basic, 
2.0) and partial knowledge of the more complex ideas and 
processes (Proficient, 3.0) 



Basic Score 
2.0 



No major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details 
and processes (Basic, 2.0), and some of the more complex 
ideas and processes (Proficient, 3.0). 



Below 
Basic 



Score 
1.0 



A partial understanding of some of the simpler details and 
processes (Basic, 2.0), but major errors or omissions 
regarding the more complex ideas and processes (3.0). 



Failing Score 
0 



No evidence or insufficient evidence of student learning. 



Based on the work of Robert Marzano (2006). 
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Grading Scale and Proficiency Scales  



Grading Scale Features 
 



• Equal intervals of .49 between the A and C 
• Equal intervals of .75 for the D and F 
• The line between the C and D indicates the expected 



minimal level of performance for students.  Below the 
line is not acceptable achievement for students.  
Students, teachers, schools and parents should expect no 
less from their students than a C. 



• There are no half scales for C- and D-.  Below the line 
means the student did not know the knowledge and 
skills necessary to be successful in further learning. 



• There is not a direct alignment between the proficiency 
scale and the grading scale.    



Proficiency Scale Features 
 



• Used to assess student evidence of 
learning. 



• Maintains rigor by retaining the 
categories at the top of the scale 
(Advanced, Proficient, and Basic).   



• Provides half steps for student 
work at the top of the scale. 



• Collapses ambiguous levels at the 
bottom of the scale to Beginning 
and Insufficient Evidence. 



• Aligns more closely with the 
original scale developed by 
Marzano which research has 
proven to be highly reliable. 



• Existing rubrics will be revised to 
fit the new proficiency scale 
format. 
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